
•. 

( 

( 

Life Members 
of 

River Road w.r. 

Mrs. N. D. Campbell 1962 

Mrs. F . Begg Mrs. Catherine Lindsay Mrs. c. Campbell 
May 17, 1973 



Life Members 
of 

River Road W.I. 

Lillian Ross 1981 

Ruth Fulton Jean McPherson 198.3 



Mrs. Jean McPherson, Mrs. Ruth Fulton 

Mrs. Bert Veenstra was hostess for the June 1983 meeting 
of the River Road W.I. A potluck supper was enjoyed. 
The president, Mrs. Andrew Schaafsma, welcomed the Elgin 
West District officersa Mrs. Helen Beecroft, Mrs. Jamie Campbell 
and Mrs. Hilda Morden. 

A highlight of the evening was the honoring of two members 
of the branch. Mrs. Curtis Campbell read a letter of appre
ciation to Mrs. Ruth Fulton and Mrs. Catherine Lindsay pre
sented her with a life membership pin and certificate. Miss 
Lillian Ross read the letter to Mrs. Jean McPherson and she 
was then presented her certificate and pin by her mother, 
Mrs. Myrtle Metler. 

Introduced by Mrs. Elias Reck, Miss Bonnie Wilson, 
Rural Organization Specialist for Elgin spoke to the group 
on "Summer Barbecues." She told of the many meats and veg
etables and how to prepare them and stressed the need for 
careful handling of all equipment. 

The evening closed with a light lunch served by the hostess. 



Life Members Honored 

The June, 1973 meeting of the River Road W.I. started 
with dinner at the Safari Restaurant in St. Thomas. Corsages 
were given three members, Mrs. Catherine Lindsay by Alice Able, 
Mrs. F. Begg by Mrs. c. Campbell, and Mrs. c. Campbell by 
Mrs. J. Begg. 

After the dinner, the business meeting was held at the 
home of Mrs. M. Lanning at which time Mrs. w. A. Metler pre
sented Mrs. c. Lindsay with a life membership pin and cer
tificate. Mrs. c. Campbell presented Mrs. F. Begg with a 
life membership pin and certificate. Miss Lillian Ross 
presented Mrs. c. Campbell with a life membership and certificate. 

It was decided to hold a community picnic at Pinafore 
Park, St. Thomas. 

The meeting closed by singing "0 Canada." 



JUNE 1981 

Mrs. Marvin caughell was hostess of the 60th Anniversary 
of the River Road W.I. in June, 1981, with the twin Institute 
of Aylmer as our guests at a potluck dinner. 

District officers were present and corsages were presented 
to the officers and president of Aylmer Women's Institute. 

Miss Lillian Ross was presented with her Life Membership 
with Mrs. Mary Veenstra reading a resume of her work as 
Public Relations Convenor and former secretary. 

Mrs. w. A. Metler, one of the charter members of the 
River Road · w. I. who later moved to London, was given a gift 
of remembrance. 

Tea and Anniversary cake were served and a fine time 
was enjoyed by all. 



( Mrs . Etta Campbel l 

Mrs . Mar garet Aus t in ·o~as hostess for the Oct . 19 , 1955 
Meeting of the River Roa d Women ' s Institute ~ith Mrs . K. W. 
Campbell President pr es i ding . Roll call was ans o~ered by 
naming a form of pioneer entertainment . Mr s . Etta Campbell was 
guest of honor . It wqs h e r Roth . birth1av . She was presented 
with a l i f e membership i n the branch . Mrs . W. A. Metler r ead a 
s croll i nscribed by Miss Carolyn Curtis •t~ho is a niece of r.frs . 
Campbell . '1:rs . K ;11 . C-ampbel l pres en tea ner :.-r i tn t,ue .Cramed 
life membersni p c ert i fica te and the p in . 

All joined i n sing ing "Happy Bi rthday" and "For She ' s a Jolly 
Good Felloo~ . " Mrs . Ca!Tlpbell t hough taken by S'.lr prise made a 
fitting reply . Mr s . C~mpbel l through her efforts had help ed 
organze the Ins titute i n 1921 and ~a s a charter member . 

Among t h e ~uests •o~as h er daught er Mrs . Ste·>~a rt Bro'..rn of 
She1den . Follo~ing t he presentation an interestin~ pro~ram followed . 
Mrs . Duncan Bro·>~n of Shed j en p;a ve t~o~ o res d i ngs snd ?.ir s . Mac 
Best a talk on "Th e Incas of Pe r u ." 

At the close of the meeting refreshmen ts 'l'lere served and 
t his included a gaily decora t ed b irthday cak e o~ ith l i p;hted 
ca ndles . 



( 
Mrs . Fred Claus 

On Nov . 10 1955 the River Road W.I . held their monthly meeting 
a t the home of Mrs . W. A. Metler with ~rs . Adair Douglas , 
Vi ce Pres ident presiding . After the business session an : 
interes ting program follo~ed . 

Mrs . Fr ed Claus was gues t of honor 1 t being her 83rd . 
birthday . She ·~as presented .vi th a Life ~embership i n the branch 
Mrs . N. D. Campbell read an address and Mrs . Adair Dougl as 
presented t he Life Membersh i p certifica te and pin . All joined 
in singing ''Happy Birthday 11 and "For She t s a Jolly Good Fellm-111 

During the evening piano sol os ·.vere given by Darlene , I-fari ly9, 
and Gregor y Metler . ~rs . Spurr read a poem. ~iss El la Axford 
gave a demons tration on make up and Mrs . Stil l·-rell of St. Thomas 
d escribed her ~ork in judging a t fairs . 

A delicious l unch convened by Hrs . A. Mcint vre , Mrs. J . O!Brien 
Mr s . N.D .Campbel l brought the Avenin~ to a cl os e . 



Mrs . W. A. Metler 

The River Road Women ' s Institu te met for their annual di nner 
meeting at Fi rst United Church on the even ing of Apr . 15, 1959 
with 23 members and guests present . After a del icious 
smorgasbord dinner a short program and business meeting ~as held 
follo;-1ed by the election of offic ers for 1959 - 60 .ri th Mrs . Fred 
Austin presiding . 

During t h e evening Mr s . Metler one of our valued members wa s 
presented ·..ri th a Life l-1ember sh i p in t ne branch . Mrs . Etta Campbell 
read an address and Mrs . S. A. Fulton presented the pin and 
corsage . All joined in sing i ng "For She ' s a Jo l ly Good Fello·o~ . " 

Mrs . Metler is a charter member of our Institu te and was the 
first Secretary Trea surer . Mr . a nd Mr s. Metler a r e lea ving for 
t heir nei-l home in St . Th omas , but ·<Je a r e happy to know Mrs . 
Metler 'II' ill sti l l be a member of our Institu te . 

Two contests ·.r ere held a nd t h e prizes r.-ton by Mrs . N. D. Campbell 
and Mrs . G. Mycroft. who pr esented t he p rizes to t he guest of honor. 

The election of officers follo~ed t h e business part of t h e 
meeting . Mrs. Marga r et Austin who had been President for 2 years 
~a s succeeded by Mrs. Futcher Begg . 

The best wishes of t h e Ins titu te a nd community go with 
Mr . and Mrs Metler to their new home . 



( 
Mrs . Cl~ra Fulton 

Mrs . Fred Lina say and Miss Dorothy Lindsay were hostess for 
the June meeting of the R. R. W. I . on Wed. evening June 21 1961 
with Mrs . Catheri ne Lindsay the President presiding . 

At t h is time Mrs. S . A. Fulton whb had been a member of t h e 
River Road W. W. wa s honored with a Life Members hip in the branch . 
Mrs . W.A . Metler read the address . The President Mrs . C. Lina say 
presented the certificate ~nd p in wh i le Miss Lillian Ross pinned 
an orch id and ro s e corsage on the gues t of honor . Mrs. Fulton 
mad e a fitting rep l y thanking t he members . 

Later Mrs . K.W. Campbell who is leaving t h e community wa s 
remembered '-Ti th a g if't . Mrs. C. Lindsay , Mrs . J. Rob i l lard and 
Miss Lillian Ross as s isted the hos tes s es at the tea hour . 



Mr s . N. D. Campbell 

The June meeting of the R. R. W. I . was held in t he form of a 
dinner party Friday evening J une 22 , 1962 , at Berry ' s Restaurant 
Port Stanl ey , ·~ith 25 members and guests pres ent. 

Mrs . N. D. Campbell a faithful member of the branch wa s 
honored at this time with a Li~e Membership in the branc~ . 
Mrs . S.A . Fulton gave the addr ess , Mrs . Ca therine Lind say pres ented 
t h e certific~te and Miss Lill i a n Ros s the pin . Mr s . L . Moore of 
Chatham dau~hter of t h e guest of honor pinned a lovely r ose 
cor s age on her moth e r . Mrs. Campbell thanked her fello:.o~ members 
and said she look ed forward to many more years of Institute ·~ork . 

A short business session follo~ed and a t t he close of the 
meeting a minutes sil ence ·.ra s obser ved i n memory of a va l ued 
member !1rs . Clarence Ful ton . 



The follo,.,ing members of the Ri ver Road Community have passed 
a~ay since 1945. 

Mr. W. F. Coleman Mar . 8 1945 

Mr . R. Lindsay June a-), 1945 

Mrs . R. Ross : Nov. 1, 1946 

Mr s . W. F. Coleman June 30 ' 1947 
Mr . Ken Yeo 1947 
Mr. J . Kelly Feb. 224 1948 
Mr . Earl Yeo July 19 8 
Mr. F . Lindsay Jr . Feb. 23, 1949 

Mr . J . Da.rrach May 19 , 1949 

Mr. F . McGaw Feb, 2 , 1950 

Mrs . J .A. Campbell Feb. 23 , 1951 

Mr. F. Austin Oct . 17, 1952 

Mr. J. Mcint yre (John) Mar . 30 , 1953 

Mrs. E. Douglas Mar . 17 ' 1953 

Mr. J . Malik June l 81Jl 1953 

Mr. R. Ross Jan 25 , 1954 

Mr . J . A. Campbell Jan. 8 , 1954 

Mr. Fulton Da.rrach May 1 3, 195h 

Mrs. D.B. McPherson May 29 ' 1955 

Mrs. J. Darrach May 13 , 1955 

Mr. F . Li ndsay Sr. July 19 ' 1955 

Mrs . M. McGaw Mar . 15 , 1956 

Mr. J. O' Brien Feb. 6 , 1956 

Mrs. \i . Cummings Oct . 8 , 1958 

Miss P. Fulton Mar. 5 , 1958 
Mr . Mar vin ~cCaig Jan 17 , 195q 
Mr . M. Claus Oct. 3!1. , 1959 

Mr . F . Axford Nov . 12 , 1959 

Mr. F . Jones Mar . 30 , 1959 

t-1r. J. Mcintyre (James ) Apr . 4 , 1960 

Mr. J . Lindsay Jan . 17 , 1961 



Miss Emma Mcintyr e Mar. 14 , 1961 

Mrs . Annie Li ndsay Oct . 30 , 1961 

Mr \. B. Patrick Oct . . 7 ' 1961 

Mr. F . Thompson Dec . 23 , 1961 

Mr . J . Y. Ha. r per April 21 , 1961 

Mrs . F . Claus Sr . Oct . 27 , 1962 

Mr s. Cl a r ence Fulton May 21, 1962 

Mr . G. Mc Gaw June 4 , 1962 

Miss El s i e Mcintyre June 11 , 1962 

Mrs. Louise Campbell Jul y 20 , 1962 

Mr s . F . Vickerey Sept . 20 , 1962 

Mrs . Ma bel Legg Nov. 30 , 1962 

Mr· • S.A. Fulton Dec . 30 ' 1962 
Mr . Geor ge Morley March 28 , 196) 
Mr . F . Chap low Sept. 6 , 1963 

Mr. G. Richar dson Apr . 19 , 1964 

(r Mrs . F . Axford Jul y 14, 1965 

Mr. D. B. McPherson Oct . lli, 1965 

Mr s . Etta Campbel l Nov . 23 , 1965 

Mrs. Clara Li ndsay Dec . 6_, 1965 

Mrs. G. Mycroft Dec . 15 , 1965 
Mr . Art Dad son Jan . 11, 1966 
Mrs . F. Cr on Sept . 1, 1966 
Mr. Archie Barri e Feb . 11, 1966 
Mrs. c. Port er Oct. 16 , 1966 

Mrs . Ada Kelly 
Mr . Albert Dadson 

Mar. 1, 1966 
April 7. 1966 

Mr. Ronal d All ison Dec. 20 , 1966 
Mr . John Carter 1966 
Mr. Richard Allison Apr i l 5, 1967 
Mr . Mac But cher 1967 
Mr . s . Page June 11, 1967 
Mr . Gr i:f:fith Wal ker Aug . 9 . 1967 
Mr . E. Douglas Mar . 29 , 1968 



Mr. w. A. Metler Oct. 16, 1968 

Mr. Harrison Dadson May 1, 1969 
( 

MrS. B. Patrick Aug. 27, 1969 

Mrs. s. A. Fulton Dec. 6, 1969 

Mr. Jim Shingler Feb. 18, 1970 

Mr. J. Powers Sro March 5, 1970 

Mr. Harry Palmer Aug. 8, 1970 

Mr. Frederick Vickery Dec. 16, 1970 

Mrs. Maud Spurr(Thompson) April 27, 1971 

Mrs. M. Laidlaw March 10, 1972 

Mr. Leslie Fulton March 24, 1972 

Mr. Albert Mcintyre Oct. 25, 1972 

Mr. Hermanus Van Meppelen Scheppink Dec. 26, 1972 

Mr. Leonard C. Ross Dec. 28, 1972 
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Mr. Clarence Fulton July 24, 1974 

Mr. Gordon Beattie Sept. 29, 1974 

Mr . Tom Hill Oct. 27, 1974 

Mrs. J. Ewart Jan. 11, 1974 

Mrs . John Carter 1974 

Mrs. Earl Yeo 1975 

Mrs. Estelle Nugent(Fulton) Nov. 29, 1975 

Mr . J. Ewart July 1, 1975 

Mr . Francis Coleman Jan. 25, 1975 

Mrs . Rubina Groat Feb. 22, 1975 

Mr. Leonard Duynesveld July 19, 1975 

Mrs . Jean o•Brien Dec. 26, 1975 

Mr. John H. Campbell June 21, 1975 

( Mr. Ian Yeandle Jan. J, 1976 

Mr. Wutshi Wymengo Oct . 14, 1976 



Mr. Floyd Claus Feb. 10,1976 

( Mrs. Ella Dowler (Patrick) Dec. ), 1976 

Mrs. Bessie Campbell March 17, 1976 

Mr. Albert Ross August 18, 1976 

Mrs. Minnie Jones June 19, 1977 

Mr. Norman Chaplow June 12, 1977 

Mr. Ray Stacey Jan. 2, 1977 

Mrs. Ellora Beattie August 1, 1978 

Mr. John Chaplow Feb. 20, 1978 

Mr. Georg@ . Morley Jan. 24, 1978 

Mrs . Ruby Lee (Claus) Dec. 26, 1978 

Mr. Charlie Dadson July 9, 1979 

Mrs. Albert Mcintyre Oct. 1), 1979 

Mr. Norman Ross Aug. 9, 1979 

( Mr. Neil Campbell March 9, 1980 

Mr. Wallace Carter March 12, 1980 
Mrs . Annie Ful cher (Barrie) March 20 , 1980 
Miss Leila Francis ,, 1980 

Mr. Bazil Patrick Dec. 1980 

Mrs. Ethel Joiner Nov. 24, 1980 

Mr. Percy Loveday May 20, 1981 

Mr. Wallace Cummings 1981 

Mrs. Clare Chute (McGaw) July 1, 1981 

Mrs. Annie Pace (Campbell) Jan. 1981 

Mrs. Jean Lacy (McPherson) Jan. 22, 1981 

Mrs. Marguerite Lindsay March 1, 1982 

Mr. Harold O'Connor April J, 1982 

Mr. George Vowels 
.:TUN E. .;: 
·~Fil 28, 1982 

I 
\ Mrs. Jean Brown (Campbell) Aug. )1, 1982 

Mr. Wm. Chaplow May 26, 198) 

Mr. Ray Fritsch Dec. 14, 1983 
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DEATHS 

George Groves 

Alfred Groves 
Thomas Groves 
Leonard Groves 
Bert Groves 
Mrs. B. Groves 
Henry Groves (Ted) 
Garfield Beattie 
Mrs . Hazel Thompson (Butcher) 
Kenneth Harper 
Jean Lacey 

Mrs: Margaret Dowler (Kelly) 
Mr . Jake Van Meppelin Scheppink 
Mrs . Jean Deary (Campbell) 
Mr . Robert Bradt 
Mrs . Edith Bridge (Satchell) 
Mr . Harold Harper 
r~s . Adeline Lindsay Compton 
Mr . Stephen Palmer 
Mr . Curti s Campbell 
John (Pete) Beattie 
Mrs. Margaret Begg 

Donald Fulton Jr . 

Dec . 27 , 1959 
Aug. 6, 1964 
Oct . 10 , 1979 
Dec . 4 , 1984 

Nov . 15 , 1977 
Jan. 6 , 1978 
Nov. 2 , 1973 
1986 
Dec . 30, 1983 
Dec . 22 , 1980 

Jan. 24 , 1981 

March 9 , 1983 

June 13 , 1983 
Dec . 29 , 1983 
March 5 , 1984 
March 18 , 1984 
June 12 , 1985 
Aug . 3, 1985 
Oct. 7, 1985 
April 7 , 1986 
July 17 , 1986 

October 18, 1986 

April 10, 1986 



~/EDDINGS 

( 
2/47 Lila Axford Edward Richards Aug . 

Keith Ful ton Ruth Earnsha·"' Apr . 4/49 

Marianne Coleman Edward Unger June 10/50 

Joe Coleman Ca th~""tne Ca~~ddy Dec .l/h5 

Donald ::-icinty re Joyce Rei d Jan . 14/56 

~val ter Carter Margaret Smith March 30/57 
Leslie Jone ~ Marie Lamour Auf.• 2~/?J rla.rry Axford Beatrice Laidla··r Ju y 20 

Marvin McCaig Louise Foster July 12/511 

Loui9 Po-..,ers Nancy Mel'rit Oct . 10j5q 

David ".lc Pherson Dorothy Woodman Mar . 5/60 

Donald Fulton Patricia Allman Apr. 23/60 

Douglas McCaig Elaine Connell Ma y 2A/60 

Jeanette Campbe ll Jack Tyson Apr . 1/61 
Morl ey Reid Sharon Ki l rner Nov . 4/61 
Doris Campbell Lawrenc e Moore Ma y 26/62 

Alice Lindsay Gene Abel Aug . 11/62 

Mar ga ret Duynesveld Joe S· .. dnkles Oct . 5/63 

Ronald Allison Doreen Davi s June 15/61 

Harold Mcinty- re Donna ~cC'illum Sep . 26/64 

John Lindsay Hel en Nott Sept . 12/6b 

Robert Reck Elizabeth I r vtne June 27/64 

John Begg Har gar et MePherson Au~ . 2R/6L. 

Darlene Metler Grant Bourdon Feb . R/65 

Janice Campbell Allen Aicken Apr . 23/65 

Ronald Reigel' Sharon .Tack s on June 25/65 

Charlene Bradt Mol'ley Doan J une 4/66 
( Kenella Campbell Allan Johnston Dec . 3/66 

Mary Campbell D-1ayn Lunn Dec . 31/66 



1IEDuiNGS 

Marilyn Metler 

Ruth Ann Carter 

Donald Harper 

Gary Reiger 

Donald McCaig 

Louise Beattie 

James Coombs 

Colin Campbell 

James Douglas 
John Palmer 
C. Duynisveld 

Russel Reiger 

Colin G. Campbell 

Rose Mary Reck 

Dngald K Campbell 

A1exande ~ W. Li ndsay 

J. Timothy Reck 

Bob McCaig 

Eu~ene R. Reiger 

Micha.ql J . Lewis 

Linda J s:tne Bea:v. 

Donna J . Dou12;las 

Norman W. Simpson 

J. Stu~rt Haroer 

Jerrv Simpson 

Sqndr'i Je~n McCai 

WiDDINCrS 

Jac~1ilt ne F . Begg 

Le•-t i '3 Simpson 

Robin Dou~la'3 

Gary Watt 

Gerald Couture 

Patricia Caaotte 

Linda I rvi ne 

Patric ia Williams 

t-1orte Smy th 

Doreen Allison ' 

Doreen Fleischhauver 

Patric ia Donnor 
Margaret Grigg 

Ber nice Jorgenson 

Lise Myers 

Doreen K. Fleischhaue r 

James A Chr ysler 

Diana L. Olophant 

Linda Dakin 

Donna N. Hoffman 

Ma.rr Niclie 

Rhonda L. Burror..rs 

Betty Kina;s•-tood 

Tilda Sa.nd9r~old 

Ka.therinA Ballantyne 

Randolph D. Millq 

Jeffery rlenderson 

Sharon E. Brandon 

Barbara J . Ed -tards 

Juli'i McBatn 

Keith A. MilA'3 

Douglas s . Gordon 

Mar~orie Mauds1ey 

Barb11r~ Racher 

July 1/66 

Mar . 15/67 

June 3/67 

Aug . 26/67 

Sept . 16/67 

Ma y 14/68 

July 13/ 68 

J uly 6/6A 

June 4/66 
Jan . 27/68 
Feb . 23/68 

Jul y 26/69 

~~~ 6/68 

May 9/70 

June 6/70 

June 26/70 

Oct . 17/70 

Dec. 30/70 

Apri l 17/71 

Oct . l lL/7? 

Ap:ri1 15/ 72 

May 6, 1Q70 

Mav 1, 1Q71 

June lQ/71 

Nov. 6 , /71 

Aug . 7/71 

Sept . 3/71 

Dec . u/71 

Aug . 5/72 

Aug . 25/7 ? 

Oct . L1./6q 

' 



Indians by Mrs . S . A. Fulton 

As far as r.o~ e kno·.,. t h i s tract of land extending f r om Niagara 
to detroit was , when the first s e t t lers came in t he early 
yea rs of t he 1800 ' "3 largely a w ildnerness inhabited onl y by 
a fe~ Ind i ans and an occasional settler. 

Prior to and up to around 1 650 it is known that this same 
area was well settled with a tribe of Indians kno~n as the 
Neutrals of the Iroquois tribe . 

It i s r egrettabl e that the early I ndi ams l eft no written 
records , but thanks to t he efforts of Archaeolo~ists many 
relics of the past have been recovered f r om t he so i l of \vestern 
Ont ario and else~here . Through these same rel ics part of the 
Indians past ha s be9n reconstructed . 

I t i s gen~r~lly conceded tha t the Indian came to t his 
continent from Siberia and other parts of Asia . 

Dr. Wilfrea Jury of London has done much . .,.ork in exca vating . 
University students and others have helped i n t h is , especia l ly 
at kno•.,.n Indian vi l lage sites . Many farmers i n by gone years 
have in t he . .,.ork i n~S of their fields in t hi s d istri ct cqme 
upon many in teres tin~ Indian artic lAs . Those '-' Orkin~ l a tel v 
have especiallv in the Lak~ Huron a r ea unear t h ed different 
l evels of occnpqti on . The y presume th!lt t his me~ns different 
tribes i n the coufse of M9.TIV years had mad·e th~ ir homes there , 
ea ch group showin~ some progres<J over their oredecessors . 
From a f ti cles found it has b~en established ho·.,. they bu i lt 
their home s , wha t they ~ate , wha t games t h ey played , what 
i mpl ements and wea pons t h ey had . Pipes disclosed that they 
used toba co , which presumably came from As i a . In t he l a ter tribe s 
well decor a t ed po t tery was found . No a rticle of European orig in 
•-1as d i s covered s ho·.,.im~ that the sites N'ere .,.ell occupi ed before 
white set t l e r s came . 

We have all s een the a rro·.,. heads and stone ·.o~ eapons f ound 
i n our fields (Mr . D. B. McPherson has a fine co l l ecti on as 
'N' ell as one in our Museum . ) They are of flint stone ·-rhich 
is not foun d in many plac ~ s in t h i s district . There is much 
of it at Ipperwash . So it is concluded t ha t t he Indians 
t r a velled about much t hr oughout Wester n Ontario . 

Th is l ast tribe mentioned a bove ,.,.as no doubt the Atta•.randarons 
or Neutrals , as t hey .,.ere called since t hey kep t out of t he 
~arfare existing bet.,.een t he Hurons to the north and the 
Iro~uoi s to the sou t h of the lakes . These t~o tribes Huron , 
I r oquois , •flere related bu t bitter enemies . 

The neutrals settled on both s ides of the Thames River up 
to the Huron country and t o Lake ~ri e at the sou t h , to Ni agara 
and as far as Burl ing ton Bay ~nn on north shore of LakA Ontario . 

The great Al~onquin f am1lv occupied a great part of Canada . 
Some of their tribe s are t he Micmacs , Oj ibwa vs , Crees , 
Bl ackfeet . C9. rt i er had met the Hur ons but •-1hen Champla in 
came in 1608 it •N'a s Algonqutns •-1hom he met a t ~uebec . 
Champlain e'l(plored muc h of '-That is no·~ Ontarion trqvellina; 
to the l and of the Hur ons around Lake Huron qn~ Geor~ian 
Bay to the Hur on villages near what is no·o~ t-1idland , the acros s 
by Lake Si mcoe to Eastern end of Lake Ont ario , finall y to 
engage in . .,.ar ·.,.ith the Iroquois in Ne·.,. York State . Through 
t h is he earned t he undv ing hatred of the Iroquoi s fo r the 
French . 

The Huron country had been opened up to fur trader s and 
mis s i onaries . The outl e t for the Huron fur t r ade was Montreal 
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Indig_ns Cont . 

, hile that of the Iroquois was Ne·-1 York . The Neutr g_ ls 
supplied the Hurons ,.,i th ifeg_pons and furs , many of them beaver 
trapped along t he Thame s . The Iroquois became interested in 
obtaining more of the valuable pelts by and for themselves 
and proceeded t o conquer the t e rri tor y from '.fhich they came . 
In t he fall of 1650 the war began in earnest and soon t h i s 
whole regi on ,, as devaqted. A fe·, Hurons e s caped to Michi gan 
a nd b~came known a~ Wvando ts , oh ters -1ent f g_rther wes t . 
The Iroquois '..fent b9.ck home a nd -tith t hs e'!tc ept i on of an 
occasional hunter a rovint:t; Al gonq11in no one lived here until 
after the American RiWolution ·-then a fe-1 drifted in . 

Champl 9.in h9.d begun the missions amon~ the Huron~ by 
taktng a priest •vith him on his tr!ivels t here . ·to~t missionaries 
follo'wt'ed t he Neutr3. ls an,.. Hurons . One of t hese Father Bri beuf 
leg_rned their languat:t;e an~ comu led a d i ctionary of the 
Neutral di alect . Other missionari e s ·.,rote reports and from 
these s ome thin~ has been lear ned of their life anc customs . 
It is t hought there ..fere a b011t 210 to'.fns , 12 , 000 ueoole , 
4 , 000 of t hem warriors at t he time of th~ir defeat . The distri ct 
teemed ~ith deer, moose , panthers , bear~ , s qttirrels , ..fi l cats . 
There ~ere fish i n the manv streams an~ lake~ . Thev ~orked 
small plots of l and for t heir crops , mo~tlv corn . The Neut ral s 
a re described as being fine lookin~ . They made veapons and 
i~plements for themselves a nd neighboring tribes . Th ey make 
canoes , wooden bo,ls , mortars for preparing grain for food . 
Ho\o1ever t h ey and all Ind i ans of America had no K..Tlo-Tledp:e of 
t h e wheel and its uses , and never made tools or weapons of 
steel • Exc ept in a p rimitive wa y they never acqui red t he art 
of writi ng . They •.f or~ clothes of fur or deersking , often 
de cora ted ·.,i th feather ., , and understood basketry . 

After the des truction of the Neutrals the Chi ppe-tas settled 
in the region . They were a Canad ian branch of probably the 
lar~est Indian tribe , s ections of which t.rere f ound as far south 
as Mexico . Their culture ·-1as like t hg_ t of the Al gonquin in that 
they trapped and bun ted extensively , r oaming about the country 
and ~eturnin~ to a permanent l ocation in wi nter in oval rush
covered lod~ed and in summer in bark covered huts . Tecumseh 
wa s one of the Chippe~as . M9.ny of them settl ed n ear London 
i n 1819 and 30 yeg_rs l ater had muc h land in Caradoc and near 
Muncy . The Muncv group came from Pennsyl vanig_ . They r,o~ ere 
one of the t ribes r,o~ho si a:ned a treaty r,o~ i th Penn sel_l ing him 
part of Pennsvlvania . 

Then came the Dela·.,a r e Inr1 i ans , abou t lRlq- 24 . Thes e 
Delaware Indi ans .fere affi l iated to t he Muncevs . Another _ 
tribe who joined t he Chippe .fas were the Oneidas . Th ev ~ere 
of the S~x Nation or Iro~uois stock ann had l ived in N. Y. 
s tate near Oneida Lake . Thev soln t heir land t here and bought 
5 , 000 a cres in Delawa r e to~nship fo r $15 , 00 0 arrivint:t; 360 
s trong in 1840 . Many of the origi na l fami l i es of t hese tribes 
still reside i n these areas . 

We have n ear here the t ·.ro reserves , the Onei ~"~a in Sout hwold 
and the Muncey in Dela·,are . Some of t he Indi ans live t her e 
in r ather pr i mitive homes while a fe-r have tried to improve 
their surroundings . They have t heir churches and schools . 
There is a "long house" on the r eserve .fhe r e ga thering s 
are held . 
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Indians Cont . 

A fine school at Muncy gi~es the young boys and girls a good 
tra ining . 

Many of the younger generation have left t he reserve to 
further their education, some entering the professions and 
others .seeking employment in various fields . 

Much has been wr itten of the early history of Canadian 
Ind ians, many legends have been told of them . They were when 
the white man came a very primitive people • They were more 
often t han not treated by French and English alike , with 
treacher y and duplicity . The great struggl e bet·.reen the t •..ro 
countries and for the m~s tery of the New World Nent on for 
years . The Indians •..rere dra·.vn into the conflict a nd whatever 
their mode of living had been prior to the 1600 ' s was -
unbelievably c hanged. As ·-te have seen whole tribes •..rere 
extermi nated the colonists suffered too from thei r attacks and 
the whole history of In~ i qn warfare is a sad one . As is indeed 
the h is torv of c onques t the ·vorld over . The civilization of 
America as we know it o..res little to the original inhabitants 
of the countr y . It has its roots in Europe, t he home of 
America ' s conquerors not in America t he Redman ' s home . 

In July of 1959 searching was done in our River Road 
community for the ancient portage route bet·-teen the mouth of 
Ket t le Creek and the Thames River . At a point direct ly- up the 
steep embankment at the western end of Fulton Bridg e and 
somewhat farther to the west in the field 3 men , Bruce Hill 
of Port Stanley , Jack Prothero who had -..-~orked in the !-iiuland 
axcavating and Paul Parks Port Stanley s choo l tea cher located 
the rema i ns of 9.n ancient Indian encampmen t • I ·-ta tched t hem 
for a time , i'h.ey yerv:; pa::blrs 118.kingl JL wktth"' tro'l'le and whi sk 
brooms s ·-Tept away the a ccumulation of years . They found bits 
of cha rcoal , fl int, bones , pottery , and a broken pi pe . The 
evidence indicates it was t h e home of a group of Iroquoian 
people , t he Neutrals tribe probably -Tho occupied the Western 
Ontario Peninsula , particu l a r l y El gin Co . 

Kettle creek appe~rs to have had an impor tant place in t 
the oives of the aborigin~l people . Even its name i s thou ght 
to be a translation of the Iroquoian •..rork Konagio . It is 
knovn that a portage route wound through the forest from t he 
mout h of the river to the Thames Ri ver . This land at the 
'lies t of our farm , onup t hrouqh t he fields of River Road and 
a11ay to the north, is a height of land , the water on the 
~est side of 11hich flows throu~h ditches and streqms to the 
Talbot Creek . So for quite a ~ istance on the east side of 
Kettle creek and for a short d i stance this side , throu~h the 
centuries Indians made their portaged rather than take t heir 
canoes along Lake Eries cliff rimmed shores . As •-te have 
mentioned ~hen the neutrals disappeared, but a fe~ wandering 
Al gonquins remained perhaps they too plodded over the many 
portage trails . Some of these ha ve becone roads where trucks 
and cars replace the weary backs of Indi ans . 

The 9 outh•..rold ea rthworks are another mark l eft by the 
orig ina l inhabitants . The ·-torks or fortifications are located 
off the Dun..rich Southr.vold line, sou t h of Iona and is preserved 
as an historical site by the Federal government . 
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